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  Abstract 
One of the most important things to consider when choosing the type of solar cells 
when purchasing is efficiency, which is the most important thing that distinguishes 
a solar cell from another. The efficiency of the solar cell is influenced by weather 
factors such as wind speed, dust, relative humidity, and heat; the aim of this paper 
is to study the effect of solar cell temperature on its performance, using one-diode 
equivalent circuit model. This paper analyzed the relation between solar cell oper-
ating temperature with the slope of I-V characteristics curve, slope of P-V charac-
teristics curve at each point as well as the PV module efficiency. Temperature 
changes have an impact on the slope of I-V and P-V characteristic curves, and an 
increase of 0.086 percent in temperature reduces the PV module's efficiency. 
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Nomenclature 

I PV Module Output Current (A) Rs Module Series resistance (ohm) 

Ipv Photocurrent at constant source (A) Rsh Module Parallel resistance (ohm) 

Io Diode Reverse Saturation Current (A) Vpv Module Output Voltage (V) 

q Charge of Electron (coulomb) Ppv Extracted PV Power (W) 

K Boltzmann's Constant (J/K) G Solar Irradiance (W/m2) 

A Diode Ideality Factor VT Thermal Voltage (V) 

T Module Temperature (K) N Number of Series cells 

ƞ PV Cell Efficiency (%) ƞSTC Power Efficiency at STC (%) 

γ Solar Radiation Coefficient (°C-1 ) βref Temperature Coefficient (K−1) 

TC Operating Temperature (°C) TSTC Module Temperature under standard conditions (°C) 

1. Introduction 
With the continued shortage of non-renewable energy sources and environmental degradation, the development and use 

of renewable energy has become very important. The greatest interest among many renewable energy sources is in solar 
energy, due to its availability and cleanliness, and among many solar energy sources, the greatest interest is in photovoltaic 
cells and the reliance on them is increasing steadily to compensate for the future global need for energy and reduce envi-
ronmental problems [1]. 
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1.1 PV Cell  

The main component of the PV System is the PV Cell, the main types of PV cell are Monocrystalline, Polycrystalline, 
Amorphous and Thin Film Silicon Cells, but the most common commercial types are the first two types. PV Cell is an 
electronic component which generates electricity when exposed to light through a process called photovoltaic effect. A 
photovoltaic cell is manufactured from semiconductor materials (p-n junction) that take in the photons emitted with the aid 
of the solar and generate current (flow of electrons), as shown in Fig. 1 [2]. 

 
Figure 1. PV Cell [2]. 

The PV Cell have two layers of silicon, the upper layer is doped with phosphorus atoms (one more electron than silicon) 
and lower layer which is doped with boron atoms (one less electron), the first layer becomes the positive terminal and the 
second one becomes the negative. At the junction of the layers, an electrical field is created. Electrons and holes are guided 
to the electrical connections on both sides before flowing to the external circuit in the form of electrical energy. This ge-
nerates direct current. The two main factors that affect the electric carriers’ generation are light flux and the semiconductor 
absorption capacity. The absorption capacity depends on many factors like semiconductor bandgap and temperature. The 
solar irradiance consists of low and high energies photons compared to the PV cell bandgap, the high energies photons are 
the ones that create electricity, however only the energy which identical to bandgap is used and the remaining energy is 
wasted as heat in the PV cell body [3]. 

1.2 Effect of Temperature on PV Performance 

One of the important weaknesses of solar cells is their vulnerability to PV Cell heat; therefore, in designing the PV Cell, 
the temperature effect should be considered. The efficiency of PV cells decreased by the cell temperature increasing, and 
this should be considered especially in the regions that have high climate temperature. Through PV cells different modeling, 
the effect of temperature and other parameter can be analyzed [4]. 

The PV cells efficiency is decreased by around 0.5%ْK, and the quick temperature change on the cell back part can be 
solved by adding additional layer, therefore increasing the efficiency [5]. 

Through simulation software and experimental, it is clear that the cell temperature has a strong effect on output voltage 
decreasing, which leads to inefficient output power production [6].  

At constant irradiance of 1000 W/m2, a simulation study shows that there is a relationship between temperature and 
output I-V and P-V characteristics curves of PV module, and linear relationship between temperature and PV model effi-
ciency, as increasing the temperature decreased the model efficiency [7].    

1.3 Effect of weather conditions on PV Performance 

The PV performance is affected by variant weather parameters such as Temperature, Irradiance, Shading, Wind Velocity, 
Dust and Humidity; however, the most effective parameter is the solar irradiance [1, 8].    

Temperature and Irradiance parameters, that make a variation of operating conditions form the standard ones, affect the 
actual output so it would be only 40-75% of the rated output [9]. 

The Wind Velocity effect on PV cell performance was studied through thermodynamic modeling, and it found that the 
wind velocity has a direct correlation with thermal convection loss and with efficiency as well as energy & exergy effi-
ciencies and destructions (which increase the output power production), and inverse relationship with irradiance and in-
ternally stored thermal loss (due to the decreasing in cell temperature). At constant temperature of 300 ْK, the increasing of 
wind velocity from 1 m/s to 12 m/s increased the energy efficiency from 15.66% to 16.5% and increased the exergy effi-
ciency from 16.78% to 17.68% [10, 11]. 

The Dust accumulation has a negative effect on PV cell performance because the dust accumulation affects the amount 
of solar irradiance that the PV cell receives. Experimental test on a PV cell exposed to dust in dry days, results to a de-
creasing in the output power of the cell by 10.8% [12]. 
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The effect of dust accumulation depends on the dust material, in experimental study 3 different materials were tested, 
that are plaster, cement and borax, the borax shews minimum effect while plaster shew the highest impact. The highest 
effect on the PV cell minimum efficiency was 25.8% decreasing compared to clean cell [13].   

The effect of dust depends also on the exposure duration, this effect was investigated through experimental compared 
with theoretical method, and it found that the effect of dust exposure duration on the PV cell efficiency varies from 6.24%, 
11.8% and 18.74% based on one day, one week and one-month exposure periods [14]. 

The Humidity has effect on PV cell performance as well; increasing the humidity decreases the PV cell power output and 
cell temperature. Experimental study shows that increasing the humidity with around 50% decreased the cell power output 
by around 32%, also increasing the humidity from 65% to 98% decreased the cell temperature by around 11.5% [15]. 

The humidity effect varies with deferent PV cell materials, Monocrystalline or Polycrystalline. Experimental study on 
both types was made for one year shew that both type’s efficiencies and power outputs were affected by increasing the 
relative humidity, but the polycrystalline is more sensitive to relative humidity. By increasing the humidity from 10% to 
50%, the power output of monocrystalline and polycrystalline was reduced by 37.5% and 46.2% respectively, and the 
efficiency was reduced from 18% to 11% and 13% to 7% respectively [16].    

2. Photovoltaic Models 
2.1 Equivalent circuit models 

The PV Cell or Model performance could be studied using this type of models by studying the I-V curve for the cell. 
These parts of this model are current feed, diodes and resistors, and the equation for each model depending on the parts it 
contains, as below: [17]. 

a) The 1-Diode Model, and its equation is as follows; 

𝐼𝐼 = 𝐼𝐼𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃 − 𝐼𝐼0 �𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒 �
𝑉𝑉

𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑉𝑉𝑇𝑇
� − 1�                               (1) 

where Ipv is the photocurrent delivered by constant current source, I0 is the reverse saturation current corresponding to the 
diode, VT is the thermal voltage (VT = kT/q, where k is the Boltzmann constant, T the temperature expressed in kelvin, and 
q is the electron charge), a is the ideality factor, and N is the number of series-connected cells in the PV system (N = 1 in 
case of a single cell). 

b) The 1-Diode – 1 Resistor Model, and its equation is as follows;  

𝐼𝐼 = 𝐼𝐼𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃 − 𝐼𝐼0 �𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒 �
𝑉𝑉+𝐼𝐼𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠
𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑉𝑉𝑇𝑇

� − 1�                                    (2) 

Where Rs is the series resistor. 
c) The 1-Diode – 2 Resistor Model, and its equation is as follows; 

𝐼𝐼 = 𝐼𝐼𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃 − 𝐼𝐼0 �𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒 �
𝑉𝑉+𝐼𝐼𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠
𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑉𝑉𝑇𝑇

� − 1� − 𝑉𝑉+𝐼𝐼𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠
𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠ℎ

                               (3) 

Where Rsh is the shunt resistor. 
d) The 2-Diode – 2 Resistor Model, and its equation is as follows; 

𝐼𝐼 = 𝐼𝐼𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃 − 𝐼𝐼01 �𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒 �
𝑉𝑉+𝐼𝐼𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠
𝑁𝑁𝑎𝑎1𝑉𝑉𝑇𝑇

� − 1� − 𝐼𝐼02 �𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒 �
𝑉𝑉+𝐼𝐼𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠
𝑁𝑁𝑎𝑎2𝑉𝑉𝑇𝑇

� − 1� − 𝑉𝑉+𝐼𝐼𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠
𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠ℎ

                  (4) 

The Fig. 2 illustrates four types of equivalent circuit model [17].  

 
Figure 2. Four different equivalent circuit models: (a) 1-diode; (b) 1-diode/1-resistor; (c) 1 diode/2-resistor; (d) 

2-diode/2-resistor [17]. 
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From equation (1) and knowing that voltage (VT = kT/q, where k is the Boltzmann constant, T the temperature expressed 
in kelvin, and q is the electron charge), then the equation could be written as per below format: [17].  

𝐼𝐼 = 𝐼𝐼𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃 − 𝐼𝐼0 �𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒 �
𝑞𝑞𝑞𝑞
𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎

� − 1�                                  (5) 

The P-V characteristics curves of the PV model can be described using equation (6) as follows; [7].       
𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃 = 𝑉𝑉𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃 × 𝐼𝐼𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃                                      (6) 

Where PPV is the extracted PV power (W), VPV is the module output voltage (V) and IPV is the module current (A)   

2.2 Thermodynamic Model 

Satisfying entropy and exergy balance equations referring to energy balance and 1st and 2nd laws of thermodynamics, 
model equations will not be discussed as the study will consider the first model (equivalent circuit), however Fig. 3 shows 
the physical and thermal-network model [1].  

 
Figure 3. Original physical model and thermal-network model [1]. 

3. Results and Discussion. 
This paper analyzed the effect of temperature on PV output characteristics curves and efficiency, theoretically through 

equivalent circuit model. Based on 1-Diode Model, so equation (5) will be considered in the study. The chosen PV model is 
included in the Appendix A. The equation and results were analyzed using Microsoft Excel. Some parameters in the equ-
ation will be considered as below:  

Datasheet: Under Standard Test Conditions (STC)  
IPV: 10.01 A [Datasheet]. 
Io: 0.013 nA [Manufacturer Data] and, the value is realistic compared with another research results [18].  
q: 1.602*10-19 C [19, 20].  
K: 1.38*10-23 JK-1 [19, 20].  
A: 1.19 [17, 21].  
Where model datasheet and manufacturer data are included in Appendix A.   

3.1 Temperature effect on Output I-V Curve: 

The output I-V characteristic of PV cell is affected with varying the cell temperature at constant solar irradiance (1000 
W/m2) [Datasheet]. Fig. 4 shows the I-V characteristics curve based on the various PV cell temperatures (10℃, 25℃, 40℃, 
60℃ and 75℃). Analyzing the figure, the output voltage is decreased gradually by increasing the cell temperature.  

3.2 Temperature effect on Output P-V Curve: 

The output P-V characteristic of PV cell is affected with varying the cell temperature at constant solar irradiance (1000 
W/m2) [Datasheet]. Fig. 5 shows the P-V characteristics curve based on the various PV cell temperatures (10℃, 25℃, 
40℃, 60℃ and 75℃). Analyzing the figure, the output Power is decreased gradually by increasing the cell temperature.  
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Figure 4. Output I-V characteristics curve of the PV module with variant temperatures. 

 
Figure 5. Output P-V characteristics curve of the PV module with variant temperatures. 

3.3 Temperature effect on PV Efficiency 

The effect of cell temperature on PV cell efficiency was analyzed through Microsoft excel and using the below equation:  
ƞ = ƞ𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆 �1− 𝛽𝛽𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 (𝑇𝑇𝐶𝐶 − 𝑇𝑇𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆) + 𝛾𝛾𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙10𝐺𝐺�            (7) 

where ƞ is the PV cell Efficiency, ηSTC is power generation efficiency of silicon-based solar cells under standard test 
conditions; γ is the solar radiation coefficient; and βref is the temperature coefficient (K−1) at reference conditions, G is the 
solar irradiance of silicon-based solar cell under operating conditions (W/m2); TC is the operating temperature (°C); TSTC 
is the module temperature under standard conditions, below parameters will be considered in the equation (7): [22].    

Datasheet: Under Standard Test Conditions (STC)  
ηSTC: 19.2% [Datasheet]. 
γ: - 4.66*10-3 [22]. 
βref: 0.36 % °C-1 [Datasheet]. 
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G: 1000 W/m2 [Datasheet]. 
TSTC: 25°C [Datasheet] 
At constant solar radiation (1000 W/m2) [Datasheet], The PV Cell efficiency shows reversible linear relation with its 

temperature, and the same for open-circuit voltage, while the short-circuit current is more stable. Fig.6 shows the PV cell 
Efficiency based on various PV cell temperatures (10℃, 25℃, 40℃, 60℃ and 75℃).   

Comparing the research results and graphs with the Manufacturer data sheets, we found that both graphs are corres-
ponding, taking in consideration that the graphs in data sheets are measured based on the model (number of cells 72 x 2). 
[Manufacturer Data]. 

 
Figure 6. PV Cell Efficiency with variant temperatures. 

4. Conclusions 
The effect of PV Cell temperature on its performance for the chosen model was investigated and analyzed using 

equivalent circuit model equation and another equation which has a relation between PV cell temperature and efficiency. 
The following conclusions are reached after analyzing the data using Microsoft Excel:  

1) temperature has reversible relation with output voltage at constant irradiance with around 0.3%/ ℃, which make 
an effect on the I-V characteristics curve of the PV Cell. 

2) The output Power is decreased by increasing the PV cell temperature with around 0.4%/ ℃, which make an effect 
on the P-V characteristics curve of the PV Cell.  

3) The Cell efficiency has a liner reversible relation with its temperature; the efficiency is decreased with 0.069% 
/℃.  
All graphs resulted from the data analysis were compared to the model manufacturer datasheet graphs, and they were 

corresponding. 
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