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  Abstract 
Marxist ethics is a summary of Marxist ethical and moral thought, a scientific 
theory of morality based on dialectical materialism and historical materialism, and 
an integral part of Marxist doctrine. The establishment and development of Marx-
ist ethics as a "moral science" in China has gone through a tortuous process. It 
was not until the 1960s that the study of ethics really began in China, but it was 
soon influenced by the backwash of the Cultural Revolution, and the study of eth-
ics almost came to a standstill. It was not until the 1980s that Marxist ethics, as a 
moral science, was initially established in China. The process of Chineseisation of 
Marxist doctrine goes hand in hand with the process of Chineseisation of Marx-
ism, which is the combination of the basic principles of Marxism with the specific 
Chinese reality. The process of Chineseization of Marxist ethical doctrine is the 
process of combining Marxist ethical and moral thought with the specific reality 
of China and becoming Marxist ethical and moral thought with Chinese characte-
ristics. The Chineseization of Marxist ethical doctrine is in essence a kind of in-
novation, and innovation is an important methodology for building a strong so-
cialist modern state, achieving the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, ad-
hering to and developing socialism with Chinese characteristics, and is of great 
importance to the economic and social development of contemporary China. 
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Introduction 
From the New Democratic Revolution to the founding of New China to the entry of socialism with Chinese 

characteristics into a new era, as Marxist thought has occupied a dominant position in China's ideological sphere, 
Marxist ethical and moral thought has also had an increasing influence on the construction and development of so-
cialist ethical and moral thought with Chinese characteristics in its dissemination and development. The process of 
the formation and development of Marxist ethical doctrine in China is also the process of the fusion of Marxist 
ethical and moral thought with traditional Chinese ethical and moral thought and its integration with China's spe-
cific reality. The development of Marxist ethics in China has lasted for a century, and the process of its Chineseisa-
tion has led to remarkable achievements in ethics and moral thought, and its positive impact on the economic and 
social development of contemporary China is reflected in many aspects. This paper will also focus on the applica-
tion of the "people-oriented" ethical principles and the "equality and freedom" ethical ideology of labour, which are 
the ideological and moral achievements of the Chineseisation of Marxist ethical doctrines, to the development of 
Chinese society, in order to clarify the contemporary value of the Chineseisation of Marxist ethical doctrines. 
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1. Human-centred ethical guidelines over artificial intelligence 
With the rapid development of modern science and technology, artificial intelligence, a representative technol-

ogy of the fourth industrial revolution, has been widely used in all aspects of production and life in Chinese society. 
It is undeniable that the development of AI technology has brought considerable benefits to the development of 
society, bringing us new job opportunities with high commercial value and making human life better. However, at 
the same time, it has also brought many disadvantages to our human society, such as causing many people to lose 
their jobs, leading to a greater gap between the rich and the poor, etc. With the rapid development of modern sci-
ence and technology, artificial intelligence, a representative technology of the fourth industrial revolution, has been 
widely used in all aspects of production and life in Chinese society. It is undeniable that the development of AI 
technology has brought considerable benefits to the development of society, bringing us new job opportunities with 
high commercial value and making human life better. However, at the same time, it has also brought many disad-
vantages to our human society, such as causing many people to lose their jobs, leading to a greater gap between the 
rich and the poor, etc. From a Marxist perspective, the root cause of this phenomenon is the "alienation of man" 
brought about by artificial intelligence, which, firstly, further assists or replaces man intellectually and physically, 
and further alienates him from the products of labour; secondly, artificial intelligence is capable of not only mate-
rial but also spiritual production, which greatly accelerates the development of production. Secondly, AI is capable 
of not only material but also spiritual production, which greatly accelerates the development of production and the 
level of alienation of human beings from labour; thirdly, human beings have given AI a certain degree of "autono-
mous decision-making space, thus blurring the distinction between human beings and animals, and between human 
beings and machines, and thus alienating the essence of human beings from human beings; and the superposition of 
these alienations ultimately results in the alienation of human beings from human beings (Xiuhua Xie, 2011). In the 
face of the possible negative effects of AI, Marx's research on the first industrial revolution and the critique of the 
machine industry provides a new "human-centred" ethical code for AI. The human being is a person engaged in 
practical activities, the sum of all social relations, and should be given more attention in the process of development 
(Karl Heinrich Marx & Friedrich Engels, 2003). In the modernisation process, China has put people at the heart of 
its scientific outlook on development and the development of artificial intelligence, focusing on the reality of peo-
ple and their situation, enhancing people's working capacity, protecting them from infringement of their rights, 
sharing the opportunities and benefits brought about by the development of artificial intelligence, and realising the 
free and comprehensive development of people. The Marxist ethical concept of "serving the people" and "serving 
humanity as a whole" is the best answer to the problem of "human alienation" in the context of China's modernisa-
tion. 

2. The ethical wisdom of "equal and free" labour 
Labour is the most basic and important social practice of human beings, the essential human activity through 

which people create certain social relations and the moral concepts based on them. Marx pointed out that in capital-
ist society, "the relation between capital and labour is the axis around which all our modern social systems revolve" 
(Karl Heinrich Marx, 2000). Under private ownership, the value of labour is measured in terms of money, resulting 
in the alienation of labour, where the external reward for labour determines the internal value of labour, and the 
surplus value of workers is obscured by the seeming equality of labour relations. The inequalities of "hierarchical 
labour" are cloaked in a "veneer of rationality" under a seemingly equal labour relationship. Hierarchical labour ties 
workers to a passive labour relationship in order to maximize their surplus value (Karl Heinrich Marx, 1980). Hier-
archical labour divides labour into three, six and nine classes, assuming that there is a hierarchical relationship be-
tween different kinds of labour, and that there is a hierarchy of superiority and inferiority. By devaluing certain 
kinds of labour and discriminating against others, and thus causing them to be devalued or discriminated against, 
the perverse relations of labour production in capitalist society are gradually expanded, and the concept of hierar-
chical labour ethics is bred out of these "hierarchical labour relations". It is from this "hierarchical labour relations" 
that the concept of hierarchical labour ethics emerges. In order to break away from the alienated state of human 
labour under private employment, to break the unequal relations of production and to achieve the emancipation of 
human labour, Marx argued that labour based on the relations of public ownership is truly equal labour (Karl 
Heinrich Marx & Friedrich Engels,2009). Under communal ownership, labour is no longer dominated by the flesh, 
the opposition between mental and physical labour disappears, and the potential and individuality of workers are 



Jingrui Zhai, Zhen Zhao, Tithi Saha 
 

 

DOI: 10.26855/jhass.2023.03.026 618 Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Science 
 

fully cultivated and brought into play in the process of labour, allowing them to develop fully, realise their own 
value and reveal their human essence. At the same time, under the communal system, workers create and have 
comprehensive social relations in the process of labour, and labour becomes a human need. Marx, treating labour as 
an ethical category, proposed that "free conscious activity is precisely the characteristic of human beings", arguing 
that because free labour requires the self-fulfilment of the labouring subject, the comprehensiveness of the mode of 
labour and the richness of social relations, "equal and free "The idea of "equality and freedom" has become an 
ethical idea in line with the need of this social relationship of interaction. 

Today, with the great abundance of material wealth, "productive work gives everyone the opportunity to develop 
and express all their abilities, i.e. physical and intellectual, in a comprehensive manner", and labour is not only to 
meet the basic needs of survival, but also to realise one's full self (Jianjun Liu & Tingting Wang, 2022). Against 
this backdrop, the Marxist idea of "equality and freedom" in labour ethics is more conducive to the establishment of 
a correct view of labour and the development of good labour ethics, so that people can realise a life of free and de-
cent labour in a real collective. Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, General Secre-
tary Xi has attached great importance to labour and the all-round development of workers, organically combining 
Marxist ethical doctrines with China's concrete reality and proposing the “happiness of labour” and “glory of la-
bour”. The Marxist ethics of labour allows every worker to attain a happy life through free labour (Jinping Xi, 
2021). Therefore, we should take the Marxist concept of labour ethics as our guide, attach importance to the inte-
gration of Marxist labour ethics with China's concrete reality, deeply explore the ethical resources of the traditional 
Chinese ethics of equal labour, and lead workers' value consciousness with the common ideal of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics, so as to eliminate the difference between mental and physical labour, make labour sacred 
and glorious and make it a consensus of the whole society, stimulate people's This will enable the elimination of the 
difference between mental and physical labour, make labour respect and glory of labour a social consensus, stimu-
late people's creative potential, highlight the contemporary value of Marxist labour ethics, and provide theoretical 
support for the realisation of a strong socialist modern state. 

3. Conclusion 
China is facing a great change unprecedented in a century, and the great struggle, great project, great cause and 

great dream led by the Communist Party of China is in full swing. In the face of new things and new problems, we 
need to see the essence in the midst of all the chaos. Strengthen the leading position of Marxism in the ideological 
field, adhere to dialectical materialism and historical materialism, and grasp the laws from the dimension of history. 
Make full use of the dialectical, normative and practical nature of Marxist ethical doctrines, take morality as the 
base, break down old feudal ethical and moral ideas, criticise capitalist ethical and moral concepts, combine Marx-
ist ethical and moral ideas with China's inherent traditional ethical and moral ideas, and develop them into Marxist 
ethical and moral ideas with Chinese characteristics. It will provide ethical wisdom for the realisation of China's 
second hundred-year goal and the building of a strong socialist modern state; it will grasp the ethical course for the 
realisation of the Chinese dream of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. 
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