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Abstract

Ideological and political education aims to guide students in forming correct values,
ideological character, and political beliefs, while aesthetic education plays a signif-
icant role in cultivating students' moral character and aesthetic taste. Both are ef-
fective ways to implement the fundamental goal of "cultivating virtue and nurturing
people™ in the new era. Therefore, integrating aesthetic education into ideological
and political education can meet the needs of the "three comprehensive education™
in universities. This integration helps implement the task of cultivating morality
and talents in the new era of higher education, thereby promoting the effectiveness

of ideological and political education in universities. Therefore, this article explores
the integration of ideological and political education with aesthetic education in
universities. It analyzes the relationship between these two types of education, pro-
poses effective strategies to promote their integration, advocates for the scientific
development of ideological and political education in universities, and aims to en-
hance the overall quality of students.
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Introduction

In the Opinion on Comprehensively Strengthening and Improving School Aesthetic Education in the New Era, it is
proposed to establish the concept of integrating various disciplines into education and to focus on integrating aesthetic
education into moral education, intellectual education, physical education, and labor education. In terms of educational
goals, content, and other aspects, ideological and political education is highly compatible with aesthetic education, and
the artistic, emotional, and visual aspects of aesthetic education are lacking in ideological and political education. There-
fore, effective integration of aesthetic education and ideological and political education in higher education can promote
innovation and development of ideological and political education, thereby improving the effectiveness of ideological
and political education teaching.

1. The intrinsic connection between ideological and political education and aesthetic education

Although there are differences in the implementation methods and focus points between ideological and political edu-
cation and aesthetic education, there is a certain correlation between the two. Ideological and political education focuses
on shaping students' moral concepts and political literacy, and building a solid foundation for their values; Art education,
on the other hand, utilizes art and beauty education to awaken students' creativity and hone their aesthetic appreciation
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abilities. So, both have the same direction of goals, and integrating them into teaching can cultivate students' good moral
character and artistic cultivation, and promote their comprehensive development (Huang Song, 2022). In addition, in
terms of educational content, ideological and moral education is integrated with aesthetic education. Aesthetic education
can reflect the function of the trend of the times and improve the ability of college students to distinguish between beauty,
ugliness, good, and evil. And ideological and political education mainly guides students to establish correct ideological
concepts from the perspectives of humanities, law, morality, and politics. It can be seen that both have a positive impact
on the spiritual world of students and help college students to have a correct understanding of the world.

2. The problems in the integration of ideological and political education and aesthetic education
in universities

2.1 Ideological and political education and aesthetic education with their separate ways

With the advancement of educational reform, aesthetic education has penetrated into various disciplines, promoting
diversified and interesting educational methods. However, many universities have an insufficient understanding of the
educational function of aesthetic education, believing that artistic talents need to strengthen aesthetic education, and
neglecting the educational role of aesthetic education for all students, resulting in the unreasonable allocation of re-
sources and teaching staff in aesthetic education in universities, which limits the development of aesthetic education and
affects the integration of aesthetic education and ideological and political education. At the same time, art teachers lack
the correct understanding of ideological and political education, leading to their neglect of guiding students in their
ideological concepts, values, and other aspects of teaching. In addition, there is still a problem of one-sided cognitivism
in ideological and political education, which leads some teachers and students to believe that moral cognition will inev-
itably form moral behavior. Therefore, aesthetic education content is not integrated into the teaching process, and em-
phasis is placed on the reasoning of ideological and political education content. It can be seen that aesthetic education
and ideological and political education have not achieved coordinated education, hindering the comprehensive devel-
opment of students.

2.2 Lack of practicality in the integration of aesthetic education and ideological and political education

In the context of modern education, universities are gradually deepening their understanding of the importance of com-
bining ideological and political education with aesthetic education. The integration of ideological and political education
with aesthetic education is a powerful way to promote the comprehensive development of student's knowledge, abilities,
and literacy, and can also improve their aesthetic appreciation and moral qualities. However, although this concept has
gained widespread resonance among educators, the combination of the two often fails to achieve the expected results in
the actual teaching process (Gu Hui, 2021). Specifically, although many universities have incorporated art and aesthetic
education courses into their curriculum systems, the connection between these courses and ideological and political
education courses is not close, which makes it difficult for students to establish a connection between the two during the
learning process, thus failing to form a complete cognitive system about "beauty”. Meanwhile, due to the lack of effec-
tive integration between aesthetic education and ideological and political courses in teaching content and methods, stu-
dents also find it difficult to deeply feel the complementarity between them. In addition, most universities still place too
much emphasis on imparting theoretical knowledge while neglecting the importance of practical operations in ideolog-
ical and political education and aesthetic education. This teaching method leads to students obtaining certain theoretical
knowledge in the classroom, but it is difficult to apply this knowledge to practical life, which not only limits their
development space but also makes it difficult for them to truly understand the profound significance of combining
ideological and political education with aesthetic education (Wang Jibin, Xie Fei, & Ma Di, 2021).

2.3 Purifying the educational environment

Currently, due to the "profit-driven™ market economy, social ideology presents characteristics such as commercialization,
utilitarianism, vulgarity, and emptiness. Traditional mainstream values and moral concepts have been impacted, and the
infiltration of foreign forces and cultures has led to the diversity of political ideology, ideology, and cultural choices,
and has brought certain negative effects. The meaning of "beauty" in ideological, political, and aesthetic education has
been severely weakened or missing. In this situation, there are some problems in the family environment, school envi-
ronment, and other aspects of students. Parents of students themselves do not pay attention to aesthetic education. In
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addition, with the increasing divorce rate in current society, the disharmonious family growth environment is constantly
increasing, and the psychological health problems of college students are also becoming increasingly prominent. The
construction of campus culture in universities is also constrained by various factors such as the education system and
social needs, and there is a phenomenon of impatience and superficiality, which affects the effectiveness of ideological
and political consciousness, moral practice, and aesthetic education of college students. Society, families, schools, and
other aspects should create a good moral education environment for college students.

3. The path of promoting the integration of ideological and political education and aesthetic ed-
ucation in universities in the new era

3.1 Strengthening the integration of aesthetic education and ideological and political education in educa-
tional philosophy

Under the guidance of educational reform and the concept of interdisciplinary education, universities should have a
correct understanding of the value of integrating ideological and political education into aesthetic education, explore the
correlation between the two, and promote the deep integration of ideological and political education and aesthetic edu-
cation. Firstly, in the process of ideological and political education, we should implement the awareness of aesthetic
education, integrate aesthetic education elements into the content of ideological and political education, and fully utilize
the educational role of aesthetic education in ideological and political courses. Simultaneously, integrate aesthetic edu-
cation throughout the entire process of talent cultivation in universities, and build a scientific, comprehensive, and sys-
tematic aesthetic education work system. Secondly, increase investment and support in aesthetic education. Universities
should increase the development and reform of aesthetic education courses, and integrate aesthetic education content
into campus cultural construction. This not only enhances the artistic quality of campus construction but also enriches
the moral education connotation of the campus environment, promoting the full play of the value of moral education in
aesthetic education. Furthermore, emphasis should be placed on the coordinated development of aesthetic education and
ideological and political education. Universities can organize art teachers and ideological and political teachers to jointly
explore new ideas and methods of integrating ideological and political education with aesthetic education, help ideolog-
ical and political teachers better explore aesthetic education elements in ideological and political content, and effectively
carry out aesthetic education, optimize teacher education concepts, and promote the integration and development of
ideological and political education and aesthetic education.

3.2 Integrating aesthetic education resources in universities and exploring new elements of ideological
and political courses

In the past, the teaching method of ideological and moral education in universities mainly focused on theoretical
knowledge, and the content of ideological and political courses was highly theoretical and difficult to understand. Simple
theoretical teaching lacked attractiveness, reducing students' learning enthusiasm and initiative, resulting in a decrease
in the effectiveness of guiding students in moral character, values, political concepts, and other aspects. In order to
improve the educational effectiveness of ideological and political education and better implement the goal of cultivating
moral character, universities should pay attention to the integration of aesthetic education and ideological and political
education. By integrating existing campus public art, art elective courses, and other aesthetic education resources, more
teaching resources should be provided for ideological and political education to improve teaching effectiveness. There-
fore, ideological and political teachers in universities can explore heroic deeds, role models, etc. from aesthetic education
resources, and integrate them with ideological and political education content. By guiding students to understand their
deeds, inspiring their patriotism and values, and promoting students to build good personality qualities. In addition,
ideological and political teachers can improve the effectiveness of ideological and political education by changing their
teaching methods and promoting the integration of aesthetic education and ideological and political courses. For exam-
ple, teachers can infuse characteristic public art resources such as school songs and history into the classroom, not only
creating a good classroom atmosphere for students and attracting their learning enthusiasm but also cultivating their
love for the school and patriotism. In addition, ideological and political teachers can organize students to visit and learn
from the school history museum, Hall of Fame, and other places, so that students can understand the development
process of the school, the spirit of hard work, and the struggle of predecessors, and the spiritual qualities of learning
from celebrities. This can establish a subtle influence on students' ideological qualities and promote their comprehensive
development.
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3.3 Utilizing practical teaching to promote the deep integration of aesthetic education and ideological and
political education

The integration of aesthetic education and ideological and political education in teaching is not effective solely relying
on classroom teaching. Therefore, in order to better integrate ideological and political education with aesthetic education,
it is necessary to actively carry out practical activities, so that students can truly gain aesthetic experience and form
correct values and political concepts in the activities. On the one hand, universities can organize activities to tell Chinese
stories well, explore positive energy and touching stories around them, and express them through artistic forms. This
can enhance students' artistic expression and creativity, and also cultivate their moral character and values. For example,
with the theme of anti-epidemic spirit, students can use painting. Photography, sculpture, and other forms of selfless
dedication to the epidemic prevention process showcase characters and touching scenes. Such activities not only allow
students to deeply experience the greatness of the anti-epidemic spirit, but also stimulate their patriotism and social
responsibility. On the other hand, universities actively carry out volunteer service activities. At present, most universities
have established volunteer activity clubs, but the enthusiasm of students to participate in volunteer activities is relatively
poor, which affects the educational effect of ideological and political practice activities and limits the development of
students' ideological qualities and values. Therefore, universities can integrate aesthetic education content into volunteer
activities, lead students to participate in rural cultural activities or perform programs in nursing homes, etc. Through
these practical activities, the concept of coordinated development of aesthetic education and ideological and political
education can be fully reflected. Not only can they experience the significance of volunteer service, feel, appreciate, and
create beauty through personal participation, but they can also use aesthetic education activities to promote students to
better serve society and enhance students' sense of social responsibility.

3.4 Creating an educational atmosphere that integrates aesthetic education and ideological and political
education

The educational environment plays an important role in ideological and political education. In order to promote the
integration of ideological and political education and aesthetic education in universities, it is necessary to build an inte-
grated educational atmosphere of home, school, and society. Firstly, establish a home school collaborative aesthetic
education platform. Universities use the internet to establish communication channels with parents, facilitating teachers
to guide parents in understanding the role and methods of aesthetic education, improving the quality of family virtue
education, and connecting aesthetic education between schools and families, in order to promote the good development
of ideological quality, values, and political concepts among university students. Secondly, optimize the aesthetic edu-
cation environment on university campuses. In the construction of the campus environment, aesthetic education ele-
ments should be added, the school building style should be unified, and diverse artworks should be set up on campus to
make the campus environment full of aesthetic atmosphere, so as to stimulate students' aesthetic ability and deeply
understand the connotation of artworks. At the same time, campus culture should focus on showcasing unique university
spirit, educational philosophy, and academic atmosphere, making the university campus truly a highland of spiritual
beauty, language beauty, behavioral beauty, and environmental beauty. Finally, building a social aesthetic education
atmosphere. Government departments need to actively build a social environment of truth, goodness, and beauty, in-
crease governance of the surrounding environment of universities, especially increase the management of online space,
and promote the extension and sublimation of aesthetic education in the interaction between the subject and object of
ideological and political education (Zhang Ting & Yang Yongjie, 2019).

4. Conclusion

In short, the integration of ideological, moral, and aesthetic education in universities should adhere to the concept of
being "student-centered.” This can be achieved by enhancing the ideological and political education system through
aesthetic education, innovating ideological and political education methods, expanding the scope of ideological and
political education, enhancing the effectiveness of ideological and political education in universities, and fostering the
comprehensive development of university students (Yu Zhizhi, 2019).

References

Gu Hui. The significance and path of integrating aesthetic education and ideological and political education in universities

DOI: 10.26855/jhass.2024.05.020 1186 Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Science



Shiyu Zhou, Yewyoong Chong

in the new era [J]. Journal of Nantong Vocational University, 2021, 35 (03): 46-49.

Huang Song. Exploring the Path of Promoting the Integration of Ideological and Political Education and Aesthetic Educa-
tion in Universities in the New Era [J]. Journal of Wuhan University of Technology (Social Science Edition), 2022,
35 (04): 44-48+131.

Wang Jibin, Xie Fei, Ma Di. Exploration of the Integration Path between Art Education in the New Era and Ideological
and Political Education in Universities: Taking Nanjing Information Vocational and Technical College as an Example
[J]. Journal of Huainan Vocational and Technical College, 2021, 21 (04): 33-34.

Yu Zhizhi. Exploring the Factors Influencing the Discourse System of Ideological and Political Theory Courses in Univer-
sities in the New Era: A Critical Discourse Analysis Method [J]. Social Sciences, 2019, (09): 23-30.

Zhang Ting, Yang Yongjie. Exploring the Path of Integrating Aesthetic Education and Ideological and Political Education
in Higher Education Institutions in the New Era [J]. Popular Literature and Art, 2019, (24): 236-237.

DOI: 10.26855/jhass.2024.05.020 1187 Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Science



